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PREFACE

Commuaication satellites represent one of the
mast significant applicatioas of space techmology.
Communication satellite experiments began early o
the space age and sioce 1965 satelliltes have been en-

ployed ({n operatlonal communlcation syvstems,

One indication of the growth of this field i1
that a new Ltype of communication satellite has been,
or will be, launched svery year from 1965 to 1985,
They are gperated lntermationally, involving abour 100
countries, for cosmumlcation ssrwices of all types both
small and large terminala om land and oo ships, Purther-
nore, whila some of these systems aTe goverrment spol-
sored, ?thlfl are commercial ventures that in some cases

are in competition with the terrestrial communication

Ltndistry.

Communicatlon zatellites provide an improved
neans of sendiog telephone, telegraph, radio and tele-
vision signals aod other dats over wvast areas, Thelr
developasnt, which i{s proceeding rapidly, could fn=

crease the ease of intearnaticpal communication.

Some people fear that this will lead to more

iotense propagendas and To cultural hegemony by tha

countries with the techoological and econonic leader-



ship, Others hope that Lt will lead to greater inter-

national understanding.

My intention is firstly to glve an overview of
international activiti{es in the field of satellite com-
munications, and secondly to explore the problems of
possible conflict or cooperation that arise from sat-

elllites,

For the sake of the layman, Chapter 1 gives an

outline of the technical characteristics of satellites.

Since the United States was the originater of
the firat Lnttrnati;nil satellice organizations (INTEL-
SAT, International Telecommunications Satellite Jrgan=
ization), Chapter I provides an historfcal review of

IHIEL%AT and its U,S5.=involvenent,

Chapter 3 presents the activities io che field
of satellite communications of other emerging alliances
and nations. The internmational spectrum of satellite

activicies 11 covered by the end of (hapter 3.

Chapter & focuses upon the different organiza=-
tions concerned with the legal and/or bemeficlal use
of satellite communications. Furthemmore, this Chapter
examines the {nternaticnal discussion arising from the

conflict private wversus publlc/scace owmership,

Chapter 5 summarizes the sctual situation and

-Ilz-i-



evaluates the current development in sactellite commu-

nications.

1t 13 vodoubtedly evident that satellites are n.r.;w
a major communication medium, and will be more 30 lu the
future. For this resson, udaderatanding thelr function,
vhat they mean to the world nov, and will nean to the

warld o coming Ciwmea I3 of wital i{nterest.

How are communication sateliites used? which
countries have the lead in this field and hov are they

using or misusing their advantage?

A means of ipternational comounication, does by

necessity have {ts histori{cal snd political implicaticns.





